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THE WORLD OF THE HOUSE OF FAIRYTALES 
This is an imaginary one, full of wormholes to the 
real world. Its characters, geography, beliefs and 
histories have many echoes of our known universe 
but in crucial ways depart to the fantastical, 
the absurd and the surreal. It is both something 
familiar and simultaneously something alien and 
otherworldly. A  fairy tale space where the magical 
and the supernatural can transform worlds and 
visualize the ordinary and the extraordinary.

THE HOUSE OF FAIRY TALES - A 
CARTOGRAPHY
We are enlisting the imaginations of artists to 
realize the aesthetic, visualize the psycho-geography, 
and describe the terrain, landscape, characters and 
stories of The House of Fairy Tales. This portfolio 
is a collection of works that aim to describe the lay 
of the land. Much like the worlds encompassed in 
the great works of fantasy literature or the modern 
digital gaming artforms, The House of Fairy Tales 
encompasses whole continents, foreign lands and 
wildernesses as well as the familiar and comforting 
homes of its incumbent characters.

This combination of science, aesthetics and technique 
will transport the viewer to the worlds within worlds 
giving a sensibility and flavour to our alternative 
reality. The works exhibitied are original artworks 
specially commissioned by The House of Fairy 
Tales with the intent to be reproduced into a limited 
edition portfolio. 

The Cartography Portfolio contains twelve prints 
including a specially created work by Sir Peter 
Blake. 

THE HOUSE OF FAIRY TALES CHARITY
This was established by Deborah Curtis and 
Gavin Turk in 2007. The House of Fairy Tales is 
a child-centred, artist-led charity, which champions 
the role of creative play in art and life, enabling 
everyone, including marginalised, disadvantaged 
and disenfranchised individuals and communities 
to access the arts and regain a love of learning and 
engagement. 

Operating across a number of formats from 
workshops and publishing to advocacy and education 
packs, all the work of The House of Fairy Tales is 
inclusive, inventive and playful. 

Fairy tales are full of dark and light; they are 
whimsical, mercurial, quixotic and capricious. These 
parables and fables, laden as they are with symbolism, 
hope and transformative enchantment, take us 
through the whole spectrum of human experience 
and emotion. 

The House of Fairy Tales contains tales within tales 
to bring together some of the best artists, scientists, 
performers and educationalists working today to 
create unique and innovative child-centred events.

CARTOGRAPHY PORTFOLIO ARTISTS
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For enquiries contact 

portfolio@houseoffairytales.org.

The House of Fairy Tales 
A Cartography, 2013.
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1 A NIGHT ON THE ISLE OF EVERYDAY 
NIGHTMARES

Lithograph  
by Stephen Walter

Stephen Walterís drawings are a tangle of signs, 
words and images that draw the viewer into the 
artistís intricate worlds. His work is crowded 
with todayís (sub)cultural symbols and obsessive 
tendencies; but it also celebrates traditional 
techniques, craftsmanship and Romantic notions of 
place. Many of Walterís maps depict real places, 
such as London in his major work The Island, 
published by TAG Fine Arts in 2008, but in other 
works he constructs imaginary worlds based on ideas 
of utopia, or maps from storybooks and legend. 

Stephenís work has been acquired by major public 
art collections including the British Library, 
Government Art Collection and London Transport 
Museum, and exhibited at major venues including 
the Victoria and Albert Museum, the Courtauld 
Institute of Art and Chelsea and Westminster 
Hospital. In 2010 he was one of just two living artists 
to have work included in Magnificent Maps: Power, 
Propaganda and Art at the British Library. In 2012, 
Stephen was commissioned by the London Transport 
Museum to create ëLondon Subterraneaíóa map of 
the cityís underground history 

2 PERU  
Lithograph
by Christa Dichgans

Christa Dichgans is a renowned European 
Pop artist with almost half a century of artistic 
experiment behind her. In her maps, she crowds 
humdrum images from what she calls ëthe debris of 
lifeí into cartographic boundaries, alongside specific 
local and personal symbols. Dichgans drew on her 
Catholic upbringing to map Peru, exploring the 
influence of religion and colonialism over the country 
through a collection of icons. Removing traditional 
keys and foregrounding cultural over geographical 
concerns, Dichgans injects her maps with subversive 
suggestions. 

Dichgans has lived and exhibited internationally, and 
has been the subject of solo exhibitions in New York, 
Venice, Rome, Buenos Aires, Moscow, Zurich and 
numerous other locations worldwide. In 2010 she 
was one of nine female pop artists to be included in 
the major exhibition Power Up at the Kunsthalle in 
Vienna. She is currently based in Berlin.

3 ENCOUNTERS OF THE HOUSE OF FAIRY 
TALES

Lithograph  
by CAT ROISSETTER

Cat Roissetterís drawings are inspired by the 
ritualistic qualities of ceremony and myth. Drawn to 
the traditional compositions of visual narrative found 
in frescos she likes to incorporate her own themes 
of imagined dystopias and histories. Often using the 
image of the child as a central theme she constructs 
ambiguous scenes depicting characters taking part in 
a nonsensical world. 

The Encounters of The House of Fairy Tales 
explores the recent adventures of The House of 
Fairy Tales, from the travelling art circus at Camp 
Bestival and Latitude, to Grave and Grave, the 
ghostly recruitment agency at St. Pauls, London.

4 THE NIGHT THE WANDERER.WAS 
MISLED 

Lithograph
by NIGEL PEAKE

Nigel Peake studied architecture and works in the 
countryside. His recent artwork tackles subjects as 
diverse as cycling, farms, university campuses and 
great cities such as London. Peakeís drawings are 
simultaneously delicate and bold, often working in 
combination as parts of a series or pages in a book. 
The Night the Wanderer was Misled is a story 
mapped on to a picture: the artist traces key points 
in the Wandererís journey as he strays off the safety 

of the path into a dark web of drawn lines.

5 THE MAP OF LIBERTY
Lithograph  
by ADAM DANT

Adam Dant has created a depiction of a fictional 
map of Paris personified as the figure of Liberty. 
Here Paris is triumphal, glorious and female. But she 
is also sideways, warped and flayed with streets and 
boulevards. 

Constructed from an armature of the Paris Street 
plan this Liberty bends to the will of the people as 
manifest in their capital to embody their concrete 
history. The image comes from the series From the 
library of Dr. London in which several of the worldís 
cities are personified according to their inhabitantís 
daily lives, common history and civic identity.
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6 MAP OF THE INNER WORLD
Lithograph 
by ANDREW RAE

Andrew Rae is an illustrator and member of the 
illustration collective Peep Show. Andrew has the 
rare ability to transport The House of Fairy Talesí 
goblins, sea creatures and triple-eyed beasts from the 
alternative universe in which they normally reside to 
this one. 

For the Cartography Portfolio, Andrew has created 
an intricate brain-shaped imaginarium, complete 
with mad scientists, eyeballs, tigers, slime, manatees 
and rocks.

7 SWEET DREAMS
Lithograph 
by CLAIRE BREWSTER

Claire Brewsterís work is about retrieving the 
discarded, celebrating the unwanted and giving new 
life to the obsolete. Claire uses old and out of date 
maps and atlases as her fabric with which to create 
her intricate, delicate and detailed cut outs and 
collages. 

Nature is ever present even in the most urban of 
environments, taking over wherever we neglect, 
living in a separate yet parallel universe; affected by 
our actions, yet unconscious of them. Claire takes 
her inspiration from this environment, creating 
entomological installations of flora and fauna from 
imagined locations. 

For the Cartography Portfolio she has produced a 
collage using the map as a back drop for an imagined 
and dreamlike landscape, where borders have been 
crossed and impossible journeys have been made 
which are never more than a dream.

8 RED ROAD BUTTERFLY
Lithograph  
by SUSAN STOCKWELL

Susan Stockwell recycles everyday materials to 
comment on issues of ecology, geo-politics, and 
global commerce. Maps allow her to identify 
societyís networks of power and communication. 
Red Road Butterfly is the latest in a series of works 
that reimagine roads as the crucial life source of 
a city, allowing people and goods to flow in and 
out, sustaining it; the butterfly reveals the city as 
something fragile, but with a life of its own. 

Susan Stockwell has exhibited across the globe 

and participated in displays at major institutions 
including the Victoria and Albert Museum in 
London, the National Museum of China in Beijing, 
the Manchester City Galleries in the UK, and the 
Katonah Museum of Art in America. She teaches 
extensively and has completed residencies and 
projects worldwide.

9 (SKETCH FOR) INDUSTRIAL DREAM 
MANDALA

Lithograph
by JOSH KNOWLES

Josh Knowles is a production designer and curator 
for film, live art and theatre. He graduated in 2002 
in BA Theatre with Visual Arts, University Of 
Brighton. 

In his art practice Josh combines film, installation, 
performance and illustration. Referencing the 
ephemera of populist and traditional cultures, 
environments and mythologies he explores themes of 
Industrialisation, social structures and Post Modern 
life experience. 

(Sketch for) Industrial Dream Mandala is a 
mind map that takes in the ordinary, bizarre and 
baffling elements which form Planet Earth. From 
mass communication to cutlery, from family to 
plug sockets, the vivid, teeming world we live in is 
detailed here.

10 TINKS NIGHT 
Lithograph  
by HEIDI WHITMAN

Heidi Whitmanís work draws on city grids, ancient 
ruins and floor plans for inspiration, but they also 
act as metaphors for the human mind. Her multi-
layered drawings and papercuts are unpredictable 
and meandering, as if the artist is exploring intuitive, 
imaginative terrain. 

Tinkís Night is part of a series of paintings that look 
back to childhood and the figure of Tinkerbell from 
Peter Pan. They beautifully conjure up the idea of 
being in flight: the lights and lines are reminiscent 
of the view from an aircraft coming into land, but 
they also look like constellations in the night sky 
pointing the way to Never Never Land.  Whitman 
is a Boston-based artist who has exhibited extensively 
throughout the USA.
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11 ROCK AND ROLL MAP 
Lithograph
Sir Peter Blake

Sir Peter Blake is of course a national treasure 
and godfather to The House of Fairy Tales. His 
work delights in celebrating popular culture with 
fine art finess and astuteness. He portrays his heros 
and celebrates fashion in a way that until recently 
was seen as unsophisticated, but now his fabulous 
draftsmanship and maverick career has been 
reclaimed by the British Artworld establishment as 
our most delightful imagemaker and chronicler of 
the fun and life affirming side of the 20th century.

For the Cartographic Portfolio Peter has gone 
off-piste and given us a classic Blake portrait of his 
American Rock and Roll heros and the location 
of their home territory. Using a key reminiscent of 
a scientific diagram he locates the breadth of talent 
throughout the American continent at a time of its 
identity crisis. The energy of The House of Fairy 
Tales definitely feels these hotspots of talent as we 
celebrate great musicians finding the silver lining to 
sometime darkness of life. 

12 MIXING IT UP DOWN ON GOOD OLD 
PLANET EARTH

Screen Print on Fine Art Paper  
by ROB RYAN

A highly acclaimed artist specialising in paper 
cuts and limited edition screen prints, Rob Ryan 
represented TAG Fine Arts at the London Art 
Fair as part of the galleryís launch in 2007. Since 
then, his intricate and beguiling paper cuts have 
acquired a huge public following. Rob tells heartfelt 
stories through his art; some amusing, some poignant 
some melancholy. These works look effortless and 
whimsical but they are painstakingly crafted. He 
cuts each papercut carefully by hand, and his prints 
display a masterful level of clarity and detail. Mixing 
It Up Down On Good Old Planet Earth was 
originally created as a paper cut and screen print 
for TAG Fine Artsí group exhibition The Art of 
Mapping. 

Rob Ryan has collaborated with high profile figures 
in the fashion world including Lulu Guinness, 
Tatty Devine, Liberty of London, Ernest Sewn, 
Paul Smith, Elle magazine and Vogue. His designs 
illustrate his own books This is For You and A Sky 
Full of Kindness, and also The Giftóa poignant 
childrenís tale by Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy.
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A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL 
THE INCREDIBLE CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS
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A Night on the Isle of Everyday Nightmares

by Stephen Walter

THE CARTOGRAPHY PORTFOLIO

Peru

by Christa Dichgans

The Encounters of The House of Fairy Tales 

by Cat Roissetter
The Night the Wanderer was Misled

by Nigel Peake
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The Map of Liberty

by Adam Dant

Map of the Inner World

by Andrew Rae

Red Road Butterfly

by Susan Stockwell

Sweet Dreams 

by Claire Brewster

Tinkís Night

by Heidi Whitman

Mixing it up down on Good Old Planet Earth

by Rob Ryan

(Sketch for) Industrial Dream Mandala
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THE CATHEDRAL OF FAIRY TALES - 
CANNING TOWN
We will be based for the next couple of years in 
our new warehouses in Canning Town, Newham.  
Newham remains one of the most deprived 
boroughs of London, so we will be working hard 
to engage the local community and running our 
outreach programme with local schools.   Having 
this new HQ will also enable us to work on our core 
funding, increase our regular team, bring on board 
a Managing Director and build proper business 
thinking into our creative organisation and charity. 
In addition to this restructuring, the warehouses at 
Canning Town will enable us to create:

Bookable space for film shoots and * 
production companies (to raise additional 
funds)
Research laboratory for working with schools * 

and community groups
Prop store and workshops for wood, paint * 

and metalwork to improve our art direction 
and rentable resources
Interactive theatre productions and emersive * 

events for the community

WEBSITE
WE are currently building a new website for the 
organisation which is going to contain dynamic 
database driven content. It will have the following 
sections:

Childrenís section (for our childrens * 
newspaper run in editions for different 
projects)

Better information for partners, parents and * 
interested adults
the charity, (trustees, supporters, sponsors, * 

charity aims and objectives)
current and past events (promoting news for * 

families and schools etc)
A to Z of our associate and affiliated artists. * 

each with a mini website.
information about our props and equipment * 

for hire, rental space
Shop for retail selling artworks, products and * 

education packages.
Games and interactive fun* 

The website design and build will include a linked 
filemaker database for the office which will contain 
all the information needed for managing contacts, 
props and equipment, images, (resizing, tagging etc), 
budgets, artworks and consignment notes.

FAIRY TALE OF THE FORESTS: 

A FORESTRY COMMISSION PARTNERSHIP
The website relaunch will form the basis of our 
communications strategy for the year. 

In collaboration with The Forestry Commission 
(the largest land owner in the UK) we be running 
the first stage of an initiative to encourage families 
throughout the UK to participate in a film, 
photography, storytelling and cartoon project about 
Fairy Tales and Forests. Their engagement theme 
for 2013 is rather appropriately fairy tales. We will 
be working with them on a two year programme 
with the first year focused on the South East Region 
as a pilot project.

Families and school children will be invited to create 
an artwork in the form of film, text, photography, 
animation or drawings to be put up on our site 
that launches our narrative in an extravaganza of 
Fairy Tales and Forests. We intend to partner with 
regional as well as national media to help promote 
the initiative including working with a national TV 
programme such as Blue Peter to promote the best 
entries. All the entries will be posted onto our new 
website. 

The campaign will be promoted through local media, 
radio and TV. This will encourage traffic to our 
website which will have more information about the 
competition and will have entries uploaded. We 
will start the process through a series of workshops 
within the Canning Town community. 

OTHER PROJECTS FOR 2013
We have several other projects in the pipeline which 
will also promote The House of Fairy Tales. 

THE T IME P ORTAL AT HI GHBURY PARK 
We have a public theatre piece in Islington * 

which is in collaboration with Action for 
Children and a new Mount Anvil housing 
development. This will attract 1,000 families 
to go on a history adventure in the gardens of 
this new development in the spring.

THE H OUSE OF FAIRY TALES 
ARTCHAEOLOGISTS COME TO CROFT 
CASTLE

We are planning a one day event at Croft * 
Castle in Herefordshire to launch their 
contemporary arts programme (in association 
with Meadow Arts) 
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Some of the page designs for 
the new database and website

(childrenís section)



The House Of Fairy Tales -A Cartography - Spring 2013 

How The Garden of The Beasts will engage with its audience  

Illustrated map 
handout showing location 
of task plates to play the 

Beasts adventure. 
New editions would be 

published every couple of 
years to refresh the 

experience for 
the audience.

Bunting and 
applique banners will be 

prominant throughout the Garden. 
These will represent unique 

Coats-of-Arms designed and produced 
by and for every school in the UK

as part of a national campaign during 
the design stage educational 

engagement programme.

Each task plate 
will be set into the landscape 

either as a metal manhole cover or a 
wall mounted metal or stone plate.

These will last for as long 
as they are useful but can be 

updated regularly 
where necessary.

We will be 
commissioning more 

naturalistic versions of 
the Beasts for the garden. 
Some of which might be 

represented by a ‘clue’ such as 
an abandoned neck collar and 
chain. These will be characters 

that will reappear in all the 
task plates and 

storylines.

There will be 
learning opportunities 

throughout the site from 
the compost toilet to the 

innovative approach to retail 
designed through a 

knowledge transfer scheme with 
university students during the 

design phase

For launch events 
and themed days 

or activity sessions 
temporary task plates can be 

installed near the existing ones 
to give a more directed 

experience.

The other side 
of the foldout map will show 

the location of task plates around 
the wider vicnity and grounds of 

Hampton Court Palace. 
The Beast Adventure 

continues...

This unique collaboration between arts charity 

The House of Fairy Tales and landscape play 

architects Davies White will bring a layering of 

workshops, adventuring and imagination that will 

start at the design phase of the project. 

We will be working in collaboration with the 

artists we love working with as well as primary and 

secondary schools and even college students. This 

will ensure a breathtaking vision with unique playful 

qualities. 

It will be a magical garden for all people of all 

ages and all nationalities. The Beasts are universal, 

international and playful with different personalities 

and intelligencies -  just like people.

Ribbon Tree

Event Space for 
gatherings

Maypole

Postbox for writing letters to the 
Beasts and other much loved folk

Mosaics and 
patterns

Outdoor Kitchen
For Medieval cookups

Insect Houses 
designed by 

Poets

Furtniture 
designed 
by artists

Woodcraftsmanship

Magnificent exit

Telescope tower

Ribbon Tree

Many features in 
the garden such as the 

proscenium arch of the theatre 
and the mosaic sides to the raised beds 

in the sensory garden will be 
designed and made by children, 
teenagers, community groups or 

visual design students
working with excellent 

visual artists as 
mentors

There will be 
65 task plates in total, 

39 in the Garden and 26 around 
the wider grounds of the Palace. 
There will be a hologram sticker 

awarded for every 13 tasks 
completed. This will give the 
audience incentive to come 

back and visit again.

T
he G

arden of T
he B

easts, a children’s garden for H
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pton C
ourt Palace

T
his garden is a story and it is not yet fully told

Shortlisted for the Hampton Court Magic Garden design 2012

Storyboat stage commission for Redbridge Libraries 2012

Candlelit Matinee Film Studio Applecart 2012
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The Missplaced Museum and Mystery of the Hidden League at Hall Place Bexley 2012

The Mystery of the Missing Manuscript at The Royal Shakespeare Theatre, RSC 2012

The HoFT Examiner and The Newsroom at The Edinburgh Festival 2012

Swiss Puppetry Marathon at The House of Switzerland 2012


